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V. Alaric (Al) Sample has served as President of the Pinchot Institute for 
Conservation in Washington, DC since 1995.  He is a Fellow of the Society of 
American Foresters, and a Research Affiliate on the faculty at the Yale School of 
Forestry and Environmental Studies.  He is author of numerous research papers, 
articles and books on topics in national and international forest policy.  His most 
recent book is Common Goals for Sustainable Forest Management: Divergence and 
Reconvergence of American and European Forestry, with Steven Anderson (Forest 
History Society 2008).  Sample earned his doctorate in resource policy and 
economics from Yale University.  He holds two masters degrees, an MBA and a 
Master of Forestry both from Yale, and a Bachelor of Science in forest resource 
management from the University of Montana.  His professional experience is in 
both the public and private sector and includes assignments with the U.S. Forest 
Service, Champion International, The Wilderness Society, and the Prince of Thurn 
und Taxis in Bavaria, Germany.  He specialized in resource economics and forest 
policy as a Senior Fellow at the Conservation Foundation in Washington, DC, and 
later as Vice President for Research at the American Forestry Association.  Sample 
has served on numerous national task forces and commissions, including the 
President's Commission on Environmental Quality task force on biodiversity on 
private lands, and the National Commission on Science for Sustainable Forestry.  

 
 

ABSTRACT 
 
Forests: What Role in America’s Energy Future?  V. Alaric Sample 
President, Pinchot Institute for Conservation 
 
Two major priorities in national policy—mitigating climate change, and achieving 
greater energy security though increased domestic renewable energy production—
have converged to create new and rapidly expanding demands on US forests for 
wood-based bioenergy. Wood bioenergy development holds important 
opportunities, and challenges, for sustainable forest management.  What is the 
long-term vision for the continuing role of forests in America’s energy future?  And 
what are the steps to achieving this future, while continuing to sustain the array of 
economic goods, ecosystem services, and social values that forests provide? 
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